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10.01a Baptism, Confirmation, and Church Membership Interim Policy Page 2 

 Alignment of discipleship. They must be familiar with and embrace the vision, mission, 
message, sacraments, and basic beliefs of the church. 
o They should be familiar with Walking with Jesus: Disciples in Community of Christ and 

Sharing in Community of Christ or We Share: Identity, Mission, Message, and Beliefs. 
 Generosity. They must be familiar with and embrace the principles of “Disciples Generous 

Response.” They must understand the responsibility of all church members to contribute to Local 
and World Ministries Mission Tithes according to their true capacity. 

 
 More information on resources for preparation for confirmation will be provided in the coming months. 
 
If you have questions about this policy, please contact your mission center president. 
  
Implementation of Policy 
 
The implementation of the church’s revised baptism, confirmation, and membership policy will occur in 
two phases: 
 
1. Interim Phase. From January 1, 2011, to August 31, 2011, people who are actively involved in a 

Community of Christ congregation, ministry fellowship (typically at least six months) or are isolated 
from organized ministries of the church but deemed active by the mission center president (in 
consultation with the apostle) and wish to become church members through confirmation may do so if 
the following criteria are met: 
 They were baptized of water when they were 8 or older as a personal expression of faith in Jesus 

Christ by a Christian minister, clergyperson, or pastor. 
 They complete the “Shared Understanding of Previous Baptism” statement provided by the 

church that documents the date and circumstances of their baptism.  
 They are familiar with and embrace the concepts in the following documents that describe the 

identity, mission, message, sacraments, and basic beliefs of the church: 
o Walking with Jesus: Disciples in Community of Christ 
o Sharing in Community of Christ or We Share: Identity, Mission, Message, and Beliefs 
o Where these materials are not available in needed languages, other teaching methods may 

be used to assure familiarity with the concepts and principles. 
 They are familiar with and embrace the principles of “Disciples Generous Response,” including 

understanding that church members are expected to contribute to Local and World Ministries 
Mission Tithes, where possible.  

 
The Community of Christ pastor and priesthood members involved in the confirmation are 
responsible for ensuring these criteria have been met before confirmation.  
 
Information about recording church membership through confirmation will be provided to all 
congregations before November 1, 2010. 

 
 
 
2. Full Implementation. Beginning September 1, 2011, people who wish to join the church through 

confirmation, whose baptism meets the official criteria, should complete a course of preparation, 
using resources that will be created for that purpose. More information will be provided in coming 
months. 
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 Be familiar with and embrace the principles of “Disciples Generous Response.” They must 
understand the responsibility of all church members to contribute to Local and World Ministries 
Mission Tithes according to their true capacity. 

 Be actively involved in a Community of Christ congregation, ministry fellowship (typically at 
least six months), or if isolated from organized ministries of the church be deemed active by the 
mission center president (in consultation with the field apostle), before being considered for 
becoming church members through confirmation.   

 
When the baptism and confirmation criteria are met, people become church members and share the same 
rights, privileges, and responsibilities as all other members. 
 


